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Father Felix Osasona 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Remember, we will NOT have our monthly meeting at Italiano’s, but instead will 
attend Adoration by Candlelight at St. Mary’s Seminary.  Riding the bus?  Did 
you sign up?  If  not, contact Kay Nelson, kay.nelson58@me.com.  Bus leaves 
Woodland Hills Campus at 5:15 p.m.  

mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
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Fellow Serrans, 

Tis the season of  ministry fairs, and parish festivals and bazaars. Serra 

Northeast’s Membership Drive Committee is hard at work representing us 

at these events at our area parishes. They have sold cards for Priesthood 

Sunday, are raffling t-shirts, passing out seminarian prayer cards and 

sharing the message of  our Serran apostolate. Please pray that the Holy 

Spirit inspires this outreach and that it reaches those people who have a call 

to work for vocations. Pray too that all the parishes will be represented 

within our club and form vocation committees within their parishes. 

It is our hope that we will have new people continuing to come to our meetings. In 

response to this, I have a request for each of  you. When we gather for our monthly 

meetings and reconnect with each other, please be intentional about introducing 

yourselves to anyone you do not know. Make them feel welcomed and appreciated. Do not let 

them stand by themselves but get to know them and share your thoughts and experiences with 

Serra. Invite them to sit at your table or sit at a table with people you do not know well. Being new 

is not easy so lets make it our mission to make it pleasant.  

Within the next couple of  weeks, each of  the Adopt a Seminarian/Religious teams will be 

receiving their list of  seminarians for this school year. You will be continuing to build 

relationships begun last year and will have opportunities to get to know new men. I am 

very proud of  how our club has embraced this endeavor. We are the model for the rest of  

the Serra Clubs in the Archdiocese.  

Unfortunately, flooding has touched our lives again. You are awesome in your response to 

the needs of  those afflicted. We especially want to lift up Charlie and DeeAnna Garland, 

St. Martha Catholic School, and St. Philip the Apostle Church in Huffman. Pray too for 

Deacon Al O’Brien who is recovering from triple by-pass surgery. If  you become aware of  

any type of  need, please contact us so that we can bring the power of  shared prayer to 

bear on the situation. 

Melia 
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Arland K. Nichols, President and founder of  the St. John Paul II Foundation shared 
the history and vision of  the foundation.  Arland felt a calling to establish this non-
profit foundation in 2014.  He and his wife Cindy have 7 children under the age of  
12 , and Arland has already begun to include his eldest son in 
the St. John Paul II ministry.  He has gone with his dad to 
conferences and learned what his dad’s work included. 

The foundation has three main initiatives: 
	Converging Roads, Together in Holiness, and Shepherd’s 
Heart 
They assist dioceses by planning and implementing workshops 
and providing expert speakers at meetings.  

 *Together in Holiness initiative deals with the family.  “Good priests come from good 
families”stated Arland.  The foundation offers marriage conference series to enhance 
the vocation of  marriage.  It is essential to foster holy family life.  The family is the key 
for strong vocations to the religious life. To give the gift of  self  is taught at home.   
*Converging Roads - aims to assist physicians in their role as they merge health care 
with medical ethics.  Converging Roads is a resource for physicians and chaplains. 
* Shepherd’s Heart, works to help religious deal with the many complications within 
today’s moral climate. They conduct workshops, provide speakers and assist in any way 
necessary.  They work not only with priests and sisters, but with Seminarians also.  In 
addition to their other services, they work with Deacons in their role in counseling families and preparing 
couples for marriage.  

 Additional information about the foundation can be found at their website: https://forlifeandfamily.org. 

https://forlifeandfamily.org
https://forlifeandfamily.org
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Father Felix and guests.  Welcome

Welcome new members, Kevin and 
Jane Doherty and Tim and Lisa 
Fields. pictured above are  Jane and 
Lisa
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V o l u n t e e r i n g  
Helping to share information about Serra

 	
Sandie Taylor and Donna Rueby met with St. John of  the Cross ladies in New Caney to discuss the 
Priesthood Sunday Bags, Stickers and Parish Bazaar. 
  
Irene Pena, from St. John’s and a Serra Northeast of  Houston member,  brought 4 parishioners for this 
meeting, Cecilia McDonald, Tommie, Sylvia and Yolanda, to share ideas. Each took a Priesthood Sunday 
Bag and picked up Stickers.  Cecilia agreed to coordinate disseminating them on Priesthood 
Sunday.· They also agreed for Serra to have a booth at their 
Bazaar, held on September 29·        · 

Membership Committee has been BUSY!

Diddy Muck, led an energetic group to man a table at St. 
Mary Magdalene’s Ministry Fair.  They were able to meet 
several St. Mary parishioners who showed an interest in 
Serra and sold 20 Priesthood Sunday bags. 
Thanks to Diddy,  Jeanne McMahon, Arlane and Bob 
Sponaugle, Sandie and Porter Taylor, Donna Rueby and 
Mary Lou Purello.

Dear Tony, 
Many thanks for the invitation and the fellowship with the Serrans tonight. As you can tell I have great 
admiration for Msgr. Borski a truly great priest so I enjoyed all the more the evening. 
Thanks for your and Eileen’s kindness and the special gift of the book which I will read.  
Blessings to all the serrans, 
Fr. Italo  

Note from Father Italo
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N e w s w o r t h y

SERRA  RALLY- January 15-19. 2020 
Save the Date! 

 Engage, Inspire, Ignite 
.  
Make plans to attend the Serra Rally in Ventura, 
California this January 15-19, 2020.  
For more information: 
https://serraus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/
serran-december-2018-web.pdf

National Vocation Awareness Week	
November 3-9, 2019	
 	
The Office of Vocations of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston invites all Catholics to raise 
awareness of vocations to the Priesthood, 
Diaconate, and Consecrated Life, during the 
National Vocation Awareness Week.  The NVAW 
is an annual week-long celebration of the 
Catholic Church in the United Sates dedicated to 
promote vocations through prayer and 
education.  For ideas for homilies, classroom 
lessons, and prayers, visit:  http://
www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/
national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm	
and http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-
in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/
special-celebrations/national-vocations-
awareness-week/	

St. Mary Speaker 

October 6, 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene Church


Mr. Regis Flaherty, author and 
editor, Topic:  Prayer: Encounter with 
the Living God

rsvp: Richard Grebenc, rgrebenc@st-mm.com

serving sandwiches, chips, drinks - bring a 
dessert if you wish

Mark the Date

December 16   
Christmas party 

Details soon

mailto:rgrebenc@st-mm.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
mailto:rgrebenc@st-mm.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/national-vocation-awareness-week.cfm
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/be-active-in-your-discernment/our-vocational-programs/special-celebrations/national-vocations-awareness-week/
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N e w s w o r t h y

MEN IN BLACK GALA

What is Vocation Ministry? 

Video Author and public 
speaker Rhonda Gruenewald of  
Houston, Texas, USA, received 
a $2,000.00 grant from the 
Serra International Foundation 
to produce the video “What Is Vocation Ministry?” 
The 2-minute, 45- second video promotes 
Gruenewald’s book, Hundredfold: A Guide to 
Vocation Ministry, and her website, 
www.vocationministry.com. The video, which you 
can view at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wNCO5pgvfIU, is prominently displayed on her 
website and social media accounts. 
“I am so thankful for the Serra International 
Foundation who made this video possible to reach 
those who may never have thought of  the need to 
create a culture of  vocations at their parish before,” 
Gruenewald said.

Serra USA Award to Vocation Ministry 

Sister Marillac Celebrating 25 Years  
CONGRATULATIONS
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N e w s w o r t h y  A r o u n d  t h e  d i o c e s e

Celebrating 50 Years of  Marriage 
October 20, 3:00 p.m., at the Co-Cathedral.   
https://archgh.cvent.com/c/calendar/31420e0a-
c140-4d28-b434-48737ac39a07. 

Adoration by Candlelight is back on September 23, October 28, 
November 25!  We’d love to pray with you once again. 
Be surrounded by the beauty of  the Chapel at St. Mary's Seminary, 9845 Memorial 
Dr, Houston TX 77024. 
Pray in silence and with music 
Experience the peace of  Christ and the joy of  a community in prayer. 

October 28, We, Serra Northeast of  Houston,  will attend this event in 
lieu of  our October meeting,

Did you sign up to take the bus?   Need information?   Contact Kay Nelson, 
kay.nelson58@me.com. 

http://www.grnonline.com/houstondinner/

You are invited to dinner with the Guadalupe 
Radio Network 
6th Annual “Fishers of  Men” Benefit Dinner for 
KSHJ AM 1430 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 
Junior League of  Houston 
1811 Briar Oaks Ln, Houston, TX 77027 
Purchase a table, ticket, or make a donation HERE.

https://archgh.cvent.com/c/calendar/31420e0a-c140-4d28-b434-48737ac39a07
https://archgh.cvent.com/c/calendar/31420e0a-c140-4d28-b434-48737ac39a07
mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
http://www.grnonline.com/houstondinner/
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=lpfoundation&id=96
https://archgh.cvent.com/c/calendar/31420e0a-c140-4d28-b434-48737ac39a07
https://archgh.cvent.com/c/calendar/31420e0a-c140-4d28-b434-48737ac39a07
mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
http://www.grnonline.com/houstondinner/
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=lpfoundation&id=96
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Sunday, Sept. 29, Priesthood Sunday 
• Sunday, Sept. 29, Celebrate Father Felix Birthday at St. Mary Magdalene, 5:00 p.m. Mass (wear Serra Shirt) 
• Sunday, Sept. 29, St. John of  the Cross, Bazaar 
• Tues. Oct. 8, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Oct. 11, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sunday, Oct. 13, -  Jubilee Celebration, 4:00 p.m. , All Saints Church, Sr. Marillac celebrating 25 years 
• Thurs. Oct. 17, Outreach Mass at St. Mary Magdalene, 8:30 a.m. (wear Serra Shirt 
• Sunday, Oct. 20, - 3:00 p.m. - 50th Wedding Anniversary, Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart. Register before 

Sept. 23 
• Sunday, Oct. 20, 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. St. Mary Magdalene Parish Festival 
• Saturday, Oct. 26,  Hosting Andrew dinner at St. Martha 
• Monday, Oct. 28, Adoration by Candlelight, in lieu of  monthly meeting at Italiano’s - bus leaves at 5:15 

p.m.from Woodland Hills campus 
• Monday. Dec. 16,  Christmas Meeting

October Birthdays  
2 - Mark  Halleck 
4 - Father Roger Estorque, St. Dominic 
4 - Seminarian Luis M. Gonzalez, Seminario Beato 
Juan Bautista Scalabrini 
5 - Deacon Tony Cardella, St. Martha 
6 - Pam Miller 
6 - Diane Applegate 
7 - Sister Carmen Sanchez, Martha’s Kitchen 
10 - Sister Marillac Njoku, Sisters of the Jess the 
Saviour Convent 
12 - Tony Benvegnu 
13 - Arlane Sponaugle 
17 - Cissy Wilson 
19 - Sister Josephine, Discalced Carmelite Monestary 
19 - Florence Schlesinger 
22 - Terrell Nelson 
23 - Father T.J. Dolce, St. Martha 
26 - Lisa Field 
27 - Michael O’Brien 
29 - Sister Ana Teresa, Discalced Carmelite Monestary

Keep our fellow Serrans in your prayers 

pray for:

•Postulant Christina Girau as she enters 
her order, Apostles of  the Sacred Heart 
of  Jesus 

• Deacon Al as he recovers from recent surgery 
•  Pray for all who suffered from the recent 

storm.  Some flooded for the second time 
• Some storm victims needed prayers: 

• Charlie & DeeAnna Garland 
• St. Martha School 
• St. Philip Church

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please 
contact President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  
information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share 
stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check 
the following websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org 

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

       A Prayer for Vocations through the intercession of  St. John Vianney  
O God our Father, You promised “I will appoint shepherds for My sheep who will shepherd them 

so that they need no longer fear and tremble: and none 
shall be missing.” (Jer. 23:4-5). Hear the prayers of  
Your flock. Through the intercession of  Your beloved 
priest, Saint John Vianney, we beg You to call to the 
sacramental priesthood generous men who will desire 

nothing more than to serve You in imitation of  Your 
Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, our High Priest. 
And after You call them, we pray that You sustain the 
doubtful, console the discouraged, and strengthen the 
weak as they start the long and demanding preparation 

for the priesthood. 
Mary, Mother of  priests, and example of  faithful, humble, and joyful acceptance of  God’s will, 
help all those who are called to the priesthood to open their ears and hearts to the gentle call of  the 
Holy Spirit. 

https://www.pnac.org/support-the-north-american-college/prayers-for-seminarians/ 


